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THE MAk WHO KIDNAPPED MUSSOLINI,' 
KEY BRAIN OF A HUNDRED EXPLOITS ... } 



turns up- 
anti poses 



i from CHARLES rOLET 

MADRID, Sunday.— Scar- 
Xaccd Otto Skorzeny, the 
j mau who kidnapped 
j Mussolini ; the brain of a 
j hundred exploits which 
. won him the reputation of 
M the most dangerous man 
in Europe/* has come to 
lire again. I saw and tailed 
to him today. 

• I knew he had reached 
Spain. Through German 
, friends I triced him under 
his new name and challenged 
' him lo.meet me. 
i Panustlc storlea hare followed 
. his . elusive trail since he 
finished after the war. it was 
| reported (hat he was dead ; that 
j he was working secrrtlv whit 
I Martin Bonnann. Hitler's deputy, 
i for a great Nasi revival; *hat 
l military and police aero bunt- 
1 lwc him «U over Eurooe. 

I In secret files 

What was the truth? 1 
asked. Skorwnt agreed to tell 
me. And os I listened to his 
account of seem, war- time 
1 missions and what had hap. 

petted since. I began to realise 
.that this was indeed a moat 
extraordinary man. 

The Mussolini kidnap was only 
one action among many as far 
a* Skorxeny U concerned. For 
every exploit he rave details 
that can be checked in the 
captured secret German files. 

Never before ha* Skorzeny 
spoken out. Seldom- indeed, 
has he been seen in the last 
! seven years. Twice only have 

I news photographer* surprised 
him. Two years *fa In Peris. 

■ a picture of him walking down 
• the Champs Blysees provoked 
street battles and s parll am cn- 
; tarv cruls, 

a gvip Is** month- * wm'lt- 
• man * shot ~mm\:n a mu* u rant 
with Dr. SehachL HlUer’a 
■ economic wizam.' ** 

Speculation plied on mystery. 
There was only *sv» way lo end 
U. X told our intermediaries. 

Half-hour waif 

Skontenr fl*«d a* bold rendez- 
vous. \ve would meet at 2 JO. 
the smart luiu&eon hour in 
Madnd, and at Horeher*. which 
Is famous for Its German food 
and Oerroan clients. 

I watted hair an hour. I 

rendered if he would come. 
Then a shadow darkened the 
alcove, a huge figure stood over 
the table. 

-How are you?- The voice 
van built tor larger spaces. "I : 
fin sorry ; my car broke down , 
; on 'he road." A bow. **Otio ; 
, Skorsenv nt your service." 

Tu«* iiiohi dangerous man In 
Europr? Even in a lounge suit. 
Earl lloanibnrtens wartime * 
opposite number, a ho directed— j 
and led —Hiller's commandos, 
has the sir n» a man-earing tiger 
■on parol**. N <*’. Ui bli earn* tO’s. | 
Skor/en* ** •»(’. 4ln. frame has | 
lost n<* ’ .,i| of Its menacing pro. * 
loort :<%*. And 1 round that his i 
«i; .- as sudden ** a club. [ 




Scarfaced OTTO" SKORZENY ^ 

*At fa>( / con drop the mask* — and with hair s/fekerf bock, 
he jhTwifis a picture lot U le Ant Unit in leren wors. 



The extras 1 

Ooer.ng’s ravourite restaura- 
teur la Berlin hurried forward 
to pay homage. Horeher brought 
Jit tie extras, hearts of artichoke, 
lobsters cooked la cream, for 
ihe Herr Colonel. 

^ “ You are known - I said. He 
grinned. A duel scar xJg- 
»>C8ing from hi* left, ear met 
the comer of hU mouih and 
drove across hlr chin. A man 
»'*I0 needs n 0 passports 

We talked. Skonwnr showed 
delicacy. It was unbecoming, he 
fft* f ot; a defeated soldier to 
thrum himself into the lime* 

■ light. Especially if one was, let 
1 us say. a shade conspicuous. 

Becauso ull his posscssxns 
W “liberated- by thi AluSt 
«« mem °L r * published 

on Lhe Continent. That brought 

Soil ,r0, iM e * There still 
more solid reasons, too. for 
keeping out of sight. 

- Believe me.“ he *ald, - for 
S5L if ha* not b 

^wJSv™ Thf 

• Russians wore so keen to u«e 
mv tnlmrs that thrv tepee tried 
to kidnap me. 1 



Nof ashamed 

- Here In Spain. I led at last 
that l can— as you say— drop ihe 
mask. The worst bitterness of 
war is past. There Is no reason 
lor secrecy. I am not ashamed 
of what we did and bow we did 

Tonight I called at an elegant 
i little white villa. A new German 
car stood outside the* door 
Skorwny’A. _ 

We sat In easy-cholrs. The 

B iet tires on ihe walls were ol 
over scenes 

fjkorrenv looked at his watch ■ 
“Muskolirii lime." he said. He 
rook it off. A One gold wrist- 
watch and on the back the 
Napoleonic Inlilal ** M " with the 
dale of tire famous raid. He 
laughed. 

-7 must try to live ibis 
business down. Here In Spain 1 
am working IS hours a dav. 
trying to build up various 
engineering enirrprtses. I am 
working for. the future, but I 
don’t want to talk about thu» 
vet, 

-As to ihe past, history never 
: turns bark nnd for my part 1 
. douT want, it to." 



! Head for Germany 

I War Seem ary Mr. Antony 
.HeMd will vMt firirish troops in 
jGermany after Easier, 



mi 



■age 





r 4R v rerayjn Avan, it ' it as 




THE TOUGHEST MAN ALIVE . ... Fourth Day 

Conrfnuinjf The Exploits and Philosophy of OTTO SKORZENY', 
the man Hitter chose to carry out hts mast spectacular exploits. 
Skorzeny, hunted for many months, ti now m Spain, anti has told 
K is story in interviews with Express Foreign Editor Charles Foley* 



T HERE arc times 
when a million 
men can be saved 
bv the removal of a 
single obstacle: 

The obstacle, Jn the 
story I am going to tell, 
, was Admiral Horthy, 
, Regent of 



Hungary, /%* 

at the W 

1 moment 

w hen he OR an a 
had decided 
to betray 

Germany and mate a 
separate peace with 
Stalin. .. 

Today Admiral Horthy is 
by way of a neighbour of 
' mine — he has a villa over the 
Portuguese border at Estoril. 

• The last time I saw Horthy I 



save a million 



had the honour of escorting him 
w Germany under a guard pro- 
vided by the Fuehrer, I must’ 



add that his enforced departure 
followed rapidly after that of 
his son Nicholas who left by 
airplane in still teas conven- 
tional circumstances. 



Orders 

I T Oegan. as 
with my being 



imes 9 gSS?* a ****** *** 

illion IjO A Too law 1 It is never too 

• j law. Pint we demanded t lat 

aveu ■■ ■ ■ ^ ■ mines and barricades on the 

nf a ^ea rosrt up to the Vienna Gate of 

d mm m3 mm M |J iha castle should be removed so 

m Vifl#. • that German diplomats, whose 
.. embassy was on the hUL shcrukt 

> tell MCA I/O C ^to SI b«Jn?' aaneA It vu 

winy, "will W . v %£^m?SSg-*d* 

- vp positions alt 

one man , to gts ? $ 

plan <— to l »ed 

e a million 

were me most natural of Suo- 1 
dity morning Jaunts. ; 

My orders : Every man to alt 
upright in his truck, safety 
catches on alt weapons; no 
shooting. . 

" Surrender 

W E started up aha 
slope av 0 xml V 
stood up* m my truck.: 
all the way; Behind me, a group* 
of tanks and a battalion of 

paratroops. the' best apd^ 

steadiest in Germany. *' • 

Now we were at the .Vienna* 
HORTHY . . . escorted. Oala. A group of sentries. They , 
Ma j«| t( US., but never did* 
and must comply with all his £ef - 
wishes. Signed, Adolf Hitler.- 

_Wlth this warrant I could <w L p *SSS to, r J^-“5pSSK i 
have turned Germany upside So. ® u 5? 4l *°£ 2£* aJSSSSSli 
down, in fact I decided not to SSL* 10 JftJMffiSr 

use it, - * gun posts— we • passed mem 




have turned Germany upside 
down, in fact I decided not to 



■ to Hitler’s front use it. gun pos»-w« 

SSk 

Regent Horthy IS aecreUy monstrous of ca nnon cannot do. r cismaiJed to 



;uare loomed up. * 



negotiating with' Stalin. He has 



Three big tanks faced us, guns 
turned to the sky. a barricade of 
building blocks} Now't • t 



He' turned then to roe. ** You. 
skorzeny. will prepsre to seizo 
the regent’s baatie at Budapest. 
I will give you the moat extra- 
ordinary., written powers." 

?m a' sheet of State paper 



onsirous ox ca n non cannot ao. .j signalled to a giant Panther 
Budapest was the core of all to crash the / barricade. Wo 
ir communications. In the rushed through the breach. ' 
-utb. if fighting started openly, bounded up me castle stairs, 
erman troops and police would An officer came at me with* a>- 
‘ outnumbered .five to one Jtjy.._nistoLv I dldvoot give ■ him. time-, 
ungarians. to think. "Thkeme," I cried, • 

as for the Hungarian armies "to your commandant at. once.* . 



Hungarians. "* ’ 

As for the Hungarian armies 
facing Russia, they, too, would 
roll back and turn against us. 
The whole, front would collapse.. 
For the moment we were' 



a' sheet of State paper vox the moment we were 
wirti, the German eagle and iron allies. We must remain so or. 
cross in fUt. I read thac I had all would be lost. \ 
been charged by the Fuehrer I arrived In Badapest>fe'^r 
" to execute personal and confi- guise of a civilian. Dr. Wolff, to- 
dential orders pt the bigb«t find out what was happening, 
importance. All military ahd I learned that Horthy was 
, civilian services must bring using his. son Nicholas, a 



«*, Deathroll 

J *\m SAID to the com- 
ff amandant: " The * 

-*v I. castle Is already In 

ourjhanda.l'You must surrender.* . 



ind out what was happening. 

I learned that Horthy was 
ulng his. son Nicholas, a 



> cvvuum services must onus using ms . son Nicholas, a n u a g a rw were crowneu x • 
I every possible help to the bearer political playboy In the thirties, addressed . the Hungarian: 

— — m rt r as bis agent for secret peace officers,':--. * ■ ■ 

• II 1 U A I I UC z I »“**- Here was the ’weak spot * Do you warn to fight agalnsg 

I MAH Awl VC - I always look for. your enemies the Russians or 



— ^ A( |. av 11 1 U A I life = talks. Here was the ’weak spot " Do you want to toht ag 

THE TOUGHEST MAH ALIVE = - 

• •„ ^Jtsrtu-S Ambush jSSSSjm^SFS' 

... 1 &r «3 znsFff-iz' 

i . > ^Si^gSgMan AIK?" .. .1 Well. Judge z ^ 4 * (b5f. Stalin Sid Gennan- Embassy^ v 

\. f .- i, Ayhi. «ton Is told .. ■,:> •• by CHAKUi* rutnr sent h» grouped -Titolsts as ' A ittw-Hm^arian Government 

. - tofenuedlatie*. They' were was formed at once to carry on. 

ftfgfTlwflfti ' /*• 3 to mw the foUowing-sunday in the war. A million Germans 

^ 3 a building on the Danube at lived to fight again. And' Hun- 

^ \ duuu» to bag the gaiy fought 00 Deride tu to the 




,10 a jft. a chance to bag the 
yiov 

l drove up to the building in 
time to see two German DOUce- 
men walk up 
to the door. 

Instantly th e 
shoo ting 
started. * . 

Hungarian 
troops were 
everywhere — 

Urn house next, 
door was full 
of them. They 



TOMORROW: 

4 . . .. I did not try 
to kill Eisenhower 1 



garr fought 00 Deride us to the 
very end. 

The • quicker the action the 
slighter the sting. To capture a 
--> ^ fortress by 

textbook rules 
would have 
coat thousands 
of- casualties. 

. Our death* 
roll in a tea* 
minute 
skirmish by 
our encircling 
■ ^ forces toulled 

“ The Hungarians lost 



were in the jrardens opposite, four. The Hungarians lost 
They were firing from a truck Ihree men. The entire opera- 



hJrt, my car. A double Uon lasted helf'an hour.'*’~‘^ 



j uerman policemen rolled down last traces of buiernea. ww«t 

‘SJ? 3 ' *3 % TRwtS 

oermsxs officers and 

1 * Gennan compuny Hungarians, to celebrate the 

we^d^den round the Mrnar. deliverance of our armies. You 

gj toto tho house wxt doofft? *“*»««» Uw.mUmu, 
gri rfheiter. German hand grenadH mi - , 

brought down the doorway and 1 lie giiest 

bottled them inside. ® 

Down came the German police W |EXT day I was pre- 

from Nicholas Horthy k room. sen tod formally to 

carrying the.. regent's wn and • lh« regenfv.V H* had 

three Tito late. AH were 



EXT day 1 was pre- 
sen tod formally to ^ 



BUM 






((£S xM# 3 



“Kas^ba 



the new commandant, in the mk 

“SJS 2 S °l ■ i 58 ® 3 



IbSscSI 



carrying the., rwtonta wn and ^ the regenf,.'; ft* had ■ 

Ihree Tiftolsts. AH a*ere , llr ?* a r tocefvecT a* - pressing 



struggling violentiy. To avoid invitation to be HIUer*a“‘guest. 
another street scene we rolled t accompanied him on bis last 



them into carpets. 

Thus, rendered both harmless 



Journey to the station. 

In Admiral Earthy's magntfl- 



and speechless, they were driven trulo — built for the 

to the airport and shipped to &nperor Franz Joseph— I made 
Drawn hv ROBf Gertnanr. myself responsible for bis safety 

Drawn ny nutsi for castl ^ It be reached a castle in 

: '« already, in a State of siege, with Bavaria where he remained very 

all roads cut off. At 2 p.m. secure Indeed 

*° " Hu ncR rr *ha > WORLD COPYRIGHT 






Look ..... this is how it 
happened. . . Four 
minutes of my life 
that boosted me 
to' fame... 

F OUR’min ules is Ihe time it took me to crash 
through Uie jailers and reach Mussolini. 

Ihe odds against us w-ere fantastic. That is 
whv I knew we could not fall.’' . 

The bigger the guard the safer they feel. The better 
the troops the more automatic their reflexes. They are 
trained to obey, to wait on a command. .Under orders 
they will fight like copybook heroes. Without orders 
they are lost . 

One thing more 1 have learned. If the surprise Is big 

enough — 



you can 

always. always 
count on three full 
minutes of con- 
fusion. In the case 
of MussoUnl it ’took 
an extra minute, 
bat w? ptiUedlt off. 

That ’extra 




Uie wreckage with several men 
behind me. First thing I saw 
was a comer ol the hotel wim 
an Italian sentry. 

Now the climax. The soldier 
wae stupefied when we crashed 
out of the sky. I knew what be 
wanted— his soul cried out for 
orders, or at least for fire to 
return. We dip not fire* 

With my men panting behind 
me I ran past him to an open 
door. Another soldier was sitting 
at a radio transmitting set. i 
kicked the chair from imdcr 
him. I smashed the radio with 
my gun. 

We raced round another 
cwuef at the hotel. Thera, at a 
first-flow window, .a familiar 
shaven beta. Mussolini I We 
dashed for the main entrance 

Two machine-guns. We knocked 
them. over. 

.was fun of 



The hallw 



___.5TWU they could 

begin to think I forced a way 
through the mob with the butt 
of my tommy-gun and rushed the 
stain three at a time. I turned 
down a gallery, threw open a 
door at random. 

Surrender 

T here was Mussolini 
with two Italian 
officers. 

In k moment 1 was joined by 
a friend. He thrust the officers 
out of the room, banged the 
Mussolini was in • our 



snatched him from 
the air just as he was 
shout to be to 

the Allies- He was 
grateful to 
I .was waded with 
presents and a photo- 
graph inscribed In 
true friendship for 
«vct— M ussolinl. B 

But the monk 
vitality was gone. I 
saw him again for the 
last time Just before 
his end came in the bloody’ 
carnival of Milan. 

He talked for hours about the 
catastrophe facing Europe frtt~i 
the., Asiatic^ peoples. A sa^ 
decline. ■ , 

The luck of that extra minute 
made me famous .overnight. I 
am never allowed to forget It. 

'Mission 

F OR me. It was one 
mission among many 



There’ll be 
no hiding-place, 
I teti you, for 
future fuehrers 



yittiiiiiiimnii. 



By now . six mare gliders had 
landed; The. last was smashed 
to pieces. ’SUll no shot had been 
fired. Thef^Ita ltan. commander 
came into.'jhe room. . I gave him 
60 seconds to surrender. 

Thoughtfully, he filled a goblet 
with red Wtoe'and handed- Jtto* 
me. “To the victor.” he said. 
2 drank It 2. was thirsty. 

A sheet -waved, from the 
window. My men swarmed In. 

you cannot foresee everything. 
We bad planned to. take Musso- 
lini down the 



When all was ready for the 
assault we were staggered b y a 
counter order. Admiral Canaria 
Chief of German Intelligence, 
claimed that Mussolini was not 
on Santa Maddalena. but on 
anothrr Island near Elba, wfcHthL. 
we were to attack at once w»ih 
paratroops. 



For Germany. Ihe 
propaganda value was beyond 
- price, it inspired the last war 
bulletin to be broadcast with 
victory fanfares. 

Hitler counted it ft great battle 
won. He ordered a brother 
officer in Vienna to. hand me 
Ids own Knight’a cross so that 
T should be the first soldier to 
be decorated oa the very day of 
the action. 

The story began when I was 
-r suddenly^ fetched ^ by^ Jgedal 



Warning 

T 



ODAYwe know that 
Can&ns did not want 
Germany to .win the 

He gave HJtler false 

Information. If wo struck at the 
wrong objective It would be fatal 
for Mussolini* chances. It would 
justify Italy in sooner- 
' t .Into the Allied camp, 
ith Student I flew to the 

era headquarters. Then. 

aa always, I expressed my 
opinions frankly. 

Hitler decided .Can arts was 
wrong. Be approved toy plans 
for an attack on Santa 
Maddalena by land. sea. add 
plane - to the Fuehrer's Scad- Air, Then he added this un- 

ST'S. 1 "a , •ettfurettfx 



time I saw Hitler. 

Be told me Mussolini had 
i overthrown end arrested U, - 
{ treacherous new Italian Govern- 
meat. said 

” Italy ts on the verge of cross- 
ing over to the Allies. Mussolini 
must be rescued before he Is 
handed to Eisenhower. I 
entrust you with thU mission. 
Whatever the danger* you mu<t 
succeed. The effect on the 
course, of the war will be 
Incalculable*** 

False trails 

AM no hero- 
worshipper. Yet I 
* admit that 



b«n to repudiate pm. . I shall say : u — r°‘* 
bya : you toted -without orders. Yot t 
Sim- 1 must oot defend yourself agaiiup^^We {U- 
1 this accusati o n.- 1/ our plarji. 

I have no doubt he meant it* for 2 p4nMri>f 
! I saw Rudolf Hess after ihe war dayVha' 

: to Nuremberg, He flewto Briuln landing In full 



I 



Hitler’s raze as he shook hands 
conveyed a hypnotic conviction. 



cm Hitlers orders to seek peace, 
and be was disowned as a mad- 
man when be failed. 

EXSffa&SSft tSSSf & 

Island disgtllsed as a sailor. 
My hair stood on end when I 
found that Mussolini had been 
taken off that morning in a 

white ambulance plane. For me 
It w« a narrow escape from the 
padded cell. 

Through a series of ruses we 
discovered he had been trans- 
ferred to An Alpine hotel WOO 
feat up the Abruxxi range In 
Italy. Every route was cut off 
by Italian troops. 



Zero hour 

O UR pictures showed 
a rough Add behind 
the hotel. The only 
hoptOVM to land gliders on ItA 
»;q .strike; so quickly, so suddenly. 
AVat Mussolini's guards would 
, have no time to resist, no time 
to carry off . thejk prisoners 
above all, no 

time -to kill himt 

O u r experts — 
said -Impcs- ~ 
slble." That put — 
fresh heart in — 
me because the “ 
enemy would — ' 
think so toe. — 

The experts* = 
said we could — 
not put down = 
more, than 100 = 
men In such a = 
space; never s 
had gilders = 
landed in such ~ 
thin mountain =z 
air; we would sc 
be lucky if 20 = 
men lived to = 
fight 250 .Italians = 
tm—^rokretjched — ( i 
SfltfoaS?) rill.... 

6 s h/*d 

/fixed zero hour 
£ad of waiting for 
__wn. That meant 

full daylight . against 

incalculable warm air currents. 

Another bombing mid came 
just before w* left, and two of 

S r 12 glider* hit craters in 
ring off. That left ten. Half- 
way there. at lJUJOOft, the two 
leading gliders simply disap- 
peared, They were to have led 
ut down and covered the attack. 




1IIIIIU£ jEutire could^not 



~ -get contact with 
s our paratroops 



Then' I saw a ‘ 
German obser- 
vation plane— a 
Storch — hover- 
ing over the 
hotel I got the 
troops to clear a 



TOMORROW :| 

•' That Bomb... § 
chaos . . . and -S 
one ''soldier's J* 
chance... = 

1 

with them, 
possible. We 
the ground, 
like this mi 
runway.” 



and 

the 8torch to 
land. 

Qir- 

lach.* Student’s 
personal pilot, 
stepped out. I 
said he. must lift - 
Mussolini out 
He went pale. I 
said I would go 
Re said : ”Im- 
would never leave 
Even * tiny plana 
have a ppper 



Climax 



W! 



ITH a knife X slashed 
the fabric between 

I went mil to Rnrrtft und.p me curooverea he had been trans* ▼ ▼ my feet lo see 
commu^°of f erre<i to An Alpine hotel 6,000 where we were got ng. Tne Gran 

SmScSl only thJSTSuS? i£n , f W tt P '*• Abnmi range In Sa<» swung beiow. The glider* 
£ ltidvwere fcttoS niSLSS. Italy. Every route was cut off were released. 

Mustottoi^hod h^S r ^MuS\ by Italian troops. * Another shock: the field 

awav. bV 1 Ua eiSSffia.^ T&\ , *»**•.. hotel he was guarded behiud the hotel was os steep as 

JJareh il. « * b > 250 cr * cJt mountain soldiers a skMiimp uhd It was strewn 

:J25? f5£‘ train ES? by The); w1 ^ «**»? * fight to* the death: :* witb 'bouldera Uke bathtubs, 

ff g? found bo/ l.®** yver.tn a scout plane. ... General Student had for- 

wa* immured In the mw'/ * tortma on a bidden us to crash-land. Must 

fortress of Santa Maddalena.;! freezing we. then, abandon the 



I new over the Island 
I reconnoitre. British 
forced my plane inio _ 

I yas rescued by an Italian 
cruiser. 

j Luckily they could not gu^ 
| m>* errand. I had tom off my 
I uniform. A naked man offers 
! few’ clue* to hi* MenHi- • 



[land 4lc y J hung from the waist out and sail down to me vwiv> ' 
fiohrertV 01 P ,a ? e to lake Pictures Orders. In my philosophy, must 
ih* •■vwhfi'f/my adjutant held ray legs, at proper times be disobeyed. 
liaMsri U hi * ,urn 10 I shouted to the pilot ; 



attack 
the valley ? 



We flew home to land and 
found our head quarter* bombed 
to bits. Fighting had also 
begun between German s and 
Italian troops round Rome. 



'Crash - land." We hit thu 
ground. We tumbled over the 
rorv* 



Take-off >- 

S O I appealed" to him. 
Even If my 15 atone 
Increased the 
prospect of disaster.lt would be 
better that we should all die* 
together than that T should 
survive alone to give Hiller the 
news that in rescuing Mussolini 
re had killed him. 

We squeezed In together. 
With sold lets hanging to the 
wings, the engtne was started. 
The soldiers let fo. Rocking 
heltor-akelter a« it hounded over 
the atones, the Siorch gained 
speed. Ahead wav a crovaw. 

We lined Just enough to take 
the Jomp. hit the ground Qgaln. 
sec-sawed over the edge of the 
field and down. 

I walled for the crash. But 
Olrlach evened out a few 
hundred feet over the vailey 
and flew through a gap In thq. 
mountains towards Rome. Our 
landing gear arms damaged lh 
the take-off. Olrlach made a 
two-point landing. We were 
there. 

’■• 'Long faces -- - 

I STILL laugh to 
think of the lone 
faces at thi* Fuehrer* 
headquarters when I leR Kilter *. . 
. Iaicr^pn.. aflfr. < receiving fits ‘ 
*• congratulations.. . ,. ” 

* The staff were horrified: ‘ If 
Muuollnl could be kidnapped 
one day. then Hitler might be 
carried off the next. 

For hours security chiefs i 

S nlled me on the operation. We I 
cove round the headquarters : 
looking for weak spots and eon- > 
trivlng new defences. 

BUL take U from me. there 1 
will never be a certain safe- | 
cuard for future fuehrer* I 



Listen, gentlemen , strike 

_ * _ _ se e ktign? 

No damage can 



disease of doubt 

■ . 

F OR 36 hours after Hie famous July 20 pint on Hiller's life 
I found myself in supreme command of nil Ihc German 
armies of Ihc interior and in I he satcllile countries of Ihc 
Reich. I was a lieulenanl-coloncl. I was 33. And I had in 
those two days a terrifying glimpse of how Ihc most efficient 
war machine in Ihc world can be completely scized-up by a 
single jolt. 

Terrifying then, but full of promi.se for the future, when such 
opportunities will be made and skilfully exploited against an enemy. 
Take the ertris as it stood. - 




Our troops were fighting 
desperately on all fronts. 
The Allies had broken 
through In Normandy. In 
the East 30 German divisions 
had suddenly capitulated 

Thirty divisions. More than 
the total effective fortes f Minx 
Russia, in Europe today. 

We soldiers struggled on. We 
knew of nothing else to do. But 
for a handful of high staff 
officer* around HlUer there was 



. for ever in the Russian void. 

• < Group O mined Scherborn.* 

i INSTALMENT 3 of— - | but three wtSS SteT ££ ' 

; .... - A '„ A,,-.. IIIU> : . . .... e rejoined us with vital informa- 

| THE TOUGHEST MAN ALIVE! Mesnwhilewe dropped doctors 

S This title, which la in Itself a challenge, bring* you day j jjjj army 1 ^S^ffrhorn^Uan°io 

5 by day the one-war-ahead philosophy of the fabulous • KSjd*™** landXre^n 

I cx-SJS. roan OTTO SKORZENY. as told to Express Foreign S wo Suld iake oS ffl S 

S Editor CHARLES FOLEY. . . 5 a time. W . 

Then the Russians launched 

' : heaw attacks on them. A 

in the enemy camp will be a whether Pdtain was working for change of plan. We told 

major war aim of the future. Germany or against her. Scherhom to go northward 160 



JgE* in .the enemy camp will be a whether Pdtain was working for change of plan. We told 

m*J°r warjtlm of the future. Germany or against her. echerhom to go northward 160 

w ?!JP 1 K Uve -Jtc ey . That is striking at the brain. There was the commando raid m \\ a » 0 a lake area where we 

to kill mm wiin a suitcase jj 0 term warfare can compare on the Iraq pumping stations— might use ice for runways. 

0010 b- with the terrible disease of six captured Flying Fortresses 

doubt. . we were to use for transport nplio. lncf dr mv 

The conspiracy But to make sure the arteries were destroyed In a. Bntlsh Hie IOSl army 

. , „ . also must be cut. Next time, bomber raid. No more could be ^^UR 24XX) had been 

T“? deadly forms of surprise will found. offln June 1 M 4 . 

I paralyse great dites. capture If ever I had nightmana I T t was November 



rw. • oouov. ■ • we were to use lor t 

1 ne conspiracy But to make sure the arteries ^rc destroyed in a 



six captured Flying Fortresses 
we were to use for transport 



Min , . , __ also must be cut. Next time. 

T^J^iSr JSSdSi deadly forms of surprise will 
I P ara) y M tnKt elites, capture 

lb®*; 1 ** - 1 factoir centres from the air. 



' ... m iurirn oj surprise will 

boxsxl^rw para )y M great dites. capture 



bomber raid. No more could be 
found. 

If ever I had nightmana t 



Ui> **VW | 

cut off in June 1M4. 
Zt was November 



l 11 . . factory centres from the air. should prefer not to recall our the northward' mardi 

>52! iSnS strangle the pipelines of supply last and most spectacular effort. beSL a 5 thewnywe dropped 

I Jwr* b * ****** Ihe enemy win not I do so now because it fs a ^ctotba aS irort S 

suspect. until he Is gasping for pointer ro the future. ■ uT.bewt off the^oSSS 

tog might- have succeeded. pis uf fc Somewhere In Russia, in the ££ 1, nuimtL 



And the xnere^ejnpt caused t 

such cbaos,that it may be taken TmnroviS 
as a model for the "confusion Auipruvih 
arrests'* of a World War III. A LL th*s 

The Ant 1 heard of the con- JTh projects 

xpiracy was when mr troop. — ~our cleat 

train out of Beilin hailed at a men with the vision to look 
station. An officer ran down 1 he beyond mass 
platform. He was bawling my armies and mass 
name. bombardments to 

“Highest orders." he panted, a new conception 
“You are wanted at once in of war where 
Berlin. An attack has been made initiative is an. 
on the Fuehrer's life ! " Some al my 

Back in Berlin the chair- finest schemes 
borne warriors were throwing a were stifled by 
panic party. generals and poli- 

At Watfen S3 headquarters UcJans living in 



, , vast forests north of Minsk. 

Improvisation JSX.gSH? ESS? b&to“ l u5 g- .u™-^ ««». a« 

A LL th*se wonderful soviet lines. If by some meant u 

projects •• depend on they could be pot out it would ^Su3S 

.our clearing space for provo io our reeling armlet in ?h f n m . to L ? 1 n^i _ 1 i?h? C t !? „ 

rt. vj.jon.oloo. .he Enrt rtnt no JUhl is ever 

,d ■"«* I “I *»'■»■ » men „ 1 K!r , U^i!S' 0 r ieJSS,'5?. , St 

inception TOMORROW • I hn possible * ^ w« I listened help ess to Schertoom’s 

is K anf re How to capture “ 1101 

pi my „ fnrfvocc tw 0 P German ,Jbe tet HWi th® 



Soviet iiuacks. 

Scherhom'* progress was 
agonisingly slow— ten. seven, five 



bombardments to 
a new conception 
of war where 
initiative is an. 

Some of my 



panic party. generals and poli- 

At wanen S3 headquarters UcJons living in 



they distributed pistols to all the past. Hesita- 
bands. Six frightened clerks tion. ignorance, 
tided to stop me at the door. I compromise arc 



TOMORROW: 
How to capture 
a fortress 
without a 
text-book 



lat no flchL la ever lhe Ru'wan onslaught In com- 
“ mand of a division. . 

aSo. 20 men *' 

attempted the ' 

imnmiibie \v« * listened helpless to Scherhoms 
formed lour »PP*al* : "Help us. Do not 

groups, each of forget us ! 
two P German The lost army reached the 
soldiers awl three Irozen lakes. We could not 
Baltic volunteers f«ch them. We could not help 
who spoke Russian, them. Now. they were dying of 
All were dls- hunger, 
culsed in Soviet We heard the last dim call 
uniforms — false from Scherhom on May g. He 



tried to stop meat the door. I compromise arc napers. hair clipped *4. 0011 Ioooxr tbaf Germany 

threw them into the : cqUara and faUL I had to fight all three, to the skull. Russians rations in bad surrendered two days. 



locked them up after 



.Given time to plan, absolutely their packs. 



them— much to ibeir relief— of nothing is Impossible. With us Group A dropped 350 miles 



before. I am glad to recall that. " 
before It was tco • late, we 



their daricrous tore. It wits always improvisation inside enemy territory to find dropped him the Knight* 

None of the staff officers knew that Is why we sometimes failed. Ihe lost army, which was led by Gross. 



Colonel Scherhom. 



.what was happening or who had . -.There was Operation Vichy, a Colonel Schei 
risen against whom. But all . I .went secretly to Marshal radioed "Bad lane 
gesticulated wildly with revolver* .’f^taln's capital. In a week or under fire." We 
when 1 questioned them. They;.'^vro I had laid an invisible from th&n again, 
were sending armoured units r noose around the city. Group's went 



I .went secretly to Marshal radioed "Bad landing. We are tragedy as a triumph. These 
^tain's capital. In a week or under fire." We did -not hear men fought and survived for a 
sea I had laid an invisible from thim again. whole year. They lasted out 

| were sending armoured units "noose around the cJty. . Group B went over; ’ Four a «** r - ' . 

mit against Military InteUIgence i -was ready to ICdnap and nights of sDence. Then the .' Vhlt - future, hold 



out against Military Intelligence I -was ready to Wdnap and nights of silence. Then the ' VOaC , ™ ^*5®, future hold 
H ’5‘ . , . transport the entire French ea?Wign with the secret signal' di^OM wJU be 

Heaven knows what would Government to Paris. The which told us they were talking ffft*/?*??, ao 4 L lavishly , supplied 



have happened if Z had not order did not come. 



stopped this. . 

Centre of plot 

I WENT round look- 
ing for General 
Students commander 
of our airborne troops. I 
tracked him to his villa. A 

■■BS8Jpsft’ 4 a» TS 

J'ifd worked at her embroidery. 
He had not heard the news. 

, Merehal Goerins telephoned 
from the Fuehrer** H.Q.: "For 
heaven* sake avoid any incident 
that might plunge us into 
civil war.* 

He at least understood ihc 
consequences of panic. 

It seemed that the War 
Ministry ns *t the centre o( 
fhe^plot. I raced lo the build, 
mg. Hamer— the general who 
la now saki to fangr hunseir a* 
another. German fuehrer-had 
already surrounded the War 
Ministry whh hli troops, 
v As arrived midnlchi, 

'.General Fromm, commandrr-in- 
chiof. got into hL* car.. "I »m 
going home now. - he *aid. We 
saw him no more. 

Inside the War Ministry I 
found Genera] Beck had just 
committed suicide. Three s**ff 
officers had been shot bv firing 
squad. Nobody knew what to 
do next 

Think how such a vacuum 
could be filled bv a hostile 
Power that knew lls business. 



orucr uiu uwv come. sarara ssvsra a:*?. t.s» f « 

It seems laughable nor. but Soviet revolvers. Glorious news, of b* 1 * 1 ® ? 

*11 the German InteUiaence They had reached Scherhom. uinni vt nnnvnmuv 

services simply could not decide Om when Group C— to vanish WORLD COPYRIGHT 



t 1 Moral Ayreck 

VlllUiZ was nothing 
I left but to take over 
■ myself until a 
"safej" general eouid be 
appointed. So for 36 hours I 
was free to move reserve armies 
and equipment all over Hitler's 
Europe. The fighting fronts 
had to be kept going. 

At last I was relieved— by S.S. 
Reichsfuehrer Himmler hltmclf. 

The plot made Hiller a physi- 
cal and moral wreck. Prom 
then on he trusted nobody. 
Next time I saw him he had 
aged terribly ; he had to clutch 
his lrfr hand with hli" right to 



PAfLT PTBttSA WgQWrapAT AVH1L U lg 3 » 






stop it trembling. 

Hretericaily he berated his | 
Arid-marshal* before the entire 



. general staff. 

I * The destruction of couttdence | 



at the brain 



v, 4 ••• • 

‘‘l. :. That bomb plot made Hitler a 
physical wreck .b. so I took over 
control myself for the 36 hours 
till Himmler came to relieve me.’ . I 



Sji? P< be i/B 








kslbsiye to the daiiy express: The philosophy of Skorzeny-the soldier-without-a-textbook- 

THE TOUGHEST MAN 




RpgS Muwwr; *enu, i» igaa 

-who thinks one war ahead 

r ALIVE 



» • 




and a free hand 

■9 

jnd. pobody will be 
dfe\ if war comes 




Give me 1,000 menr\ 

THERE ARE challengers, of course, to his title— The Toughest Min 
•’ Alive. . Ever since the Daily Express announced that Hitler’s 
* almost legendary aide, 0TT.0 SKORZENY (pronounced Skord- 
iat/ni) was to tell his story 'in relation to the times we live In there 
have been those ready to put forward other claimants to the title. 

“I. COULD mention So-and-So In a British Commando/* they say. 
Sergeant This and Major That andiBrigadier The Other, all have 
their proposers and supporters. And all ‘withstood reason. 

BUT JUDGE for yourself- Read the Modern Day Adventure Story of 
Scarface -Skorzeny— told in a series of interviews with Express 
Foreign Editor Charles Foley— before you decide. 

NEVER learned lo dick my licds. I was 
never taken in by the conventions they call 
Ihe military art. But I have made a deep 
study of the soldier’s mind. Il is frequently 
too 3ense r :fo ao Uu*o ugh. It is never too broad 
to be outflanked. 5 

Listen, the next war is going to be so different from 
anything the generals Imagine that many of them will 
not know where they are until .they find the enemy bfchlnd their 
nines. * 

And a lot of them, if I guess right, will wake up^ on the 
wrong side. of the front. 

They will be kidnapped. 

Give me 1,000 men— yoa can 
lose as many In' an hour 
storming some useless WH— 
with » f red hand In wartime, 
and nobody will be safe. 

What Is the loss of ljooo men 
compare ^ with the capture 
of a. commander - In - enter 
with half a dozen of his staff 



— PARTICULARLY IF MY 
1,000 HAVE NERVES TO 
MATCH ‘THE VI GIRL’ 









I 



TOMORROW 1 

How l ‘ Kidnapped’ Mussolini 
-and could use the - 
technique again. 




inT nU "their records ? easiest harvest to sow. the 

ana BU weir .reco 1 ® 8 ^. 'richest to reap in ihe military 



I have had a Utile practice it 

" fsirrssfS' 

has been taken to heart 
by, among others, the Ruvrtam. 
Next time no king or president 
will sleep securely, wherever he 
to put. . 



Confusion I 

f s 

■ si 



B HAT to not all. One 
1 mao or— as Z will 
1 shortly,,, show - one 
..woman who t^ wllllnc tool* to 



mind. Soldiers are lost without 
orders and, above all, with no 
fire to return. 

People I run Into today take 
me for the thus Incarnate, bred 
to violence and bloodshed. In 
truth I practised the utmost 
economy in killing. I never 
flrrd flrst. That Is the secret. 

In peacetime I was happy as 
ah engineer. X did not- touch 
a gun until the war.. Today l 
am trying to calch up on life 
where 1 left It oil. But It Is 



tanks readv . 
getting them into 
I. sketched out 



and ns * war of ’ 
» snips. 



the 

ramp. 



British Commando raids, from 
Dieppe on, it look me a fort- 



U X night to go through them. 

1 . 1 was dazed with delight as if 



it. The workers were sulky. 
Instead of pulling a revolver I 

E ve them schnapps and choco- 
te. We worked all night. 
Next morning I- drove the first 



a now world hod 



aMWe^dSnfe easier^ tn'jiu repu.u Um than 

to a nerve centre than a UW* to live It down, 
bomber raid. In which several . 

hundred airmen may bo First job 



Armies. ,wiU find bauahtms In • g was a ytssns 

■ their own* uniform ajnahtf 'lhertr/ ;T ; ■ Jjlefutcnant hr Holland 

-tht, eneiniv Thera will be’ ■ * - ■when Hitler 

panic and eonrusion. ' " -pUnnlrtt INe’ invwsi 

CONFUSION — that to the England. They had 30-ton 



big tank aboard up my ramp. 

So rou see that U was not 
bravado that gave me a head 
start in the war business. I 
fought then in Russia and In 
Yugoslavia. I became an expert 
in Improvising for the 
unexpected. 

Zi was then that 1 was called 
to the headquarters of the 
Wallen S.S.. Hitler's ditc guard, 
and oiTcrod- ihe command ol all 
•existing and nmim German 
Commandos wc adopted, the. 
_ . word, from the British. Thai to’, 
of— not all we took from you. I was 
given a vast mass of reports on 







**JU «ifl oj pjptrej-ionua 



